


This first week of Lent is the time we are given to begin our Lenten 
patterns, to re-align our priorities, and to make use of more reflective time 
each day. It is a time to fast and abstain from those things that hinder 
our relationship with the Lord, and to consider being more generous to 
the poor. 

As we make this beginning, we 
are offered some beautiful instruc-
tion about what is expected of us. 
These readings describe a very 
Jesus-like love. We can examine 
our care for the hungry, thirsty, 
naked, sick or imprisoned. We 
can reflect upon who in our lives 
needs us and whether we love them 
as we want to be loved. And we 
can look at the deeper things, like 
our anger or how we treat others, 
and our response to those who 
are our “enemies.” What is most 
important this first week, beyond 
a sharper examination of our con-
sciences, is to see this as a time for 
God’s grace to work in us. So, it is 
a time to ask for the graces we are 
starting to see we need. 

Each morning this week we can ask our Lord to help us focus 
this day on the neediest people around us. We can ask to begin new 
patterns this week by practicing special charity and love, where I 
haven’t been so generous or kind before. The key is to ask and to be 
very specific. Then, throughout the day, we can keep talking with 
our Lord, in the “background” about these graces we ask for and the 
concrete circumstances we find ourselves in. It is in the particular 
events of our day that we will become attentive to our need for our 
Lord’s presence and grace, as well as our need to choose a new pat-
tern. Each evening, we can briefly review the day and recognize some 
missed opportunities to connect with the Lord or take advantage of 
a situation here or there, but most of all, we can thank the Lord for 
the moments of connection that have begun our Lenten journey.

One resource that may be helpful is the Praying Lent website with reflec-
tions on how we can set a different tone for our Lent by making choices 
about how we want our Lent to be and what we want God to do in us 
this Lent.

        Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer * First Sunday of Lent

On the First Sunday of Lent, as we begin our Lenten journey, we 
recall in the reading from the book of Deuteronomy how God was 
faithful to Israel, leading them out of Egypt to a land of “milk and 
honey.” Luke’s gospel gives us the temptation of Jesus when he was 
“led by the Spirit” into the desert. Jesus resists the devil. “You shall not 
put the Lord, your God, to the test.” 

Monday is the Feast of the Chair 
of Saint Peter, Apostle, remembering 
the time when Peter first took his seat 
as the leader of the Church in Rome. 

After last week’s introductory days, 
the next three weeks of Lent represent 
a period of instruction, originally 
designed for the Catechumens (those 
preparing for Baptism at the Easter 
Vigil). We can read these readings 
as a catechism of renewal for us all.

Although we don’t see it this week be-
cause of the feast of the Chair of St. Peter, 
the first reading of week one is usually 
the great giving of the Commandments: 
“Be holy, for I, the LORD, your God, 
am holy.” Jesus gives the great parable 
about the last judgment - separating 
the charitable from the uncharitable: 
“Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

Then, Jesus teaches his disciples to pray. He says that it is an evil 
generation that looks for “signs.” He’s the sign - a call to repentance. 
Thursday we hear the desperate but faith-filled prayer of Esther, 
and Jesus tells us to pray confidently. And he sums up the whole 
law and the prophets for us: “Do to others whatever you would 
have them do to you.” Jesus says our holiness has to go beyond the 
letter-of-the-law holiness; it must touch our anger, our judgments 
of others, and be reconciled with those we’ve wronged. The holi-
ness Jesus proposes for us calls us to love our enemies, even to pray 
for those who persecute us. We are called to love the way God does.

For the Second Sunday of Lent we read of how God made 
a covenant with Abraham. In Luke’s gospel we witness how Je-
sus showed his disciples his glory, to prepare them for what is to 
come. A voice from a cloud said, “This is my chosen Son; listen to 
him.” All we need to do for the journey ahead is to listen to him.

Diocesan Annual Appeal Reminder
If you have yet to give to the Diocesan Annual Appeal 

for 2009, please use either your pledge cards or go to www.
dioceseofscranton.org and click “Diocesan Annual Ap-
peal 2009” to make your donation in as many as five easy 
monthly payments charged automatically to your credit 
card. “Let Us Do Great Things Together” to share our faith.

St. Peter’s Cathedral
         Pasta Weekend

    

April

 + Thursday Take-OUt

17, 19, 20

St. Peter’s Cathedral - Holy Family

Saturday - Sunday, April 10 - 11, 2010

The Rose Society of St. Paul’s Church, Scranton, is sponsoring it’s 
17th Annual Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner on Saturday, February 
27, in St. Clare’s Church basement, 2234 N. Washington Avenue. St. 
Clare’s Church basement is handicapped accessible, allowing more 
members of our community to join us.  The Menu includes spaghetti 
& meatballs, bread, salad, desserts, along with soft drinks, coffe or 
tea.  Takeouts will be served from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm or 6:30 pm 
to 7:30 p.m. ONLY. Dine-in seating will be from 4:30 pm to 7:00 
pm. The cost is $7.00 for adults and $3.00 for children under 12.  
Tickets may be purchased at the door or in advance through the 
rectory by calling 961-1549.

Spaghetti & Meatball Dinner

Temptation
La Vie Catholiquie - The Catholic Life



February 21, 2010                                                                                                              First Sunday of Lent

Masses of The Week

Monday, February 22

Thursday,  February 25

Friday, February 26                                           

Saturday, February 27

Tuesday,  February 23
6:30 a.m.      Antoinette Pietraface   (Family)  
                                7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions  
8:00 a.m.      John Mueller (Carl & Marlene Lucchi)                          
12:10 p.m.   Grace Reap  (Kurt & Nan Kempter)                 

6:30 a.m.   Special Intention - Brody Robert McGreevy
			    (Jerry McGreevy)                                 
                            7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions 

8:00 a.m.   Special Intention - Eileen Clark
(Grandmother Clark)  

12:10 p.m.  Joseph Gavin (Grace Clark) 

 Wednesday, February 24

6:30 a.m.       David Winn  (Family)  
10:30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. - Confessions  	   

12:10 p.m.   Rosemary Barrett (Rosemary & John McGuigan)
4:00 p.m.     Ralph Petrella (Dorothy & Bob Pipcho)  

         Sunday Masses for  February 20, 21

Sunday, February 28  

6:30 a.m.    David Winn (Family)
                                 7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions  
8:00 a.m.     Catherine Kovach (Marlene & Carl) 
12:10 p.m.   Sr. Venard Ryan (Sr. Mary Ryan) 

            Holy Family Church

                           Wednesday, February 24
7:30 a.m.   Irene Svetlovics (Dolores Kearns & Family)

                      Sunday Vigil, Saturday, February 27

             St. Peter’s Cathedral

                             Sunday, February 21

                      Sunday Vigil , Saturday, February 20

       Weekly Tabernacle Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor

YOUR ANNUAL    WEEKLY GIFT / PER CENT of  SALARY
      INCOME	      5%	     4%	 3%	 2.5%

      $25,000	     $25	    $20	 $15	 $10
      $30,000	     $30	    $25	 $20	 $15
      $35,000	     $35	    $25	 $20	 $15
     $40,000	     $40	    $30	 $25	 $20
     $50,000	     $50	    $40	 $30	 $25
     $75,000	     $70	    $60	 $45	 $35
   $100,000	   $100	    $75	 $60	 $50

6:30 a.m.      Special Intention - Abigail Fanning Murphy
(Mommy & Daddy)   

                            7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions  
8:00 a.m.     Grace Reap(Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Shovlin)      
12:10 p.m.   Frank Santarsiero (Peggy LaBelle)

4 p.m.    Anita White Ferguson (Eileen Grassi & Family)

                             Sunday, February 28
9 a.m.     Frances Maro  (Glenn & Mary Singer)

6:30 a.m.       Harold & Elizabeth Whitney (Family)  
7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions  

8:00 a.m.      Anna Dubranski  (Marlene & Carl) 
12:10 p.m.   Joseph & Genevieve Zilla (Jeffrey McHale)

6:30 a.m.       Madelyn Pettinato (Chris & Ann DiMattio)  
10:00 a.m.   Edward Pepsin (Mother, Alice Pressley) 
12:15 p.m.    Lori Ann Mecca  (Mom)                                                            
5:00 p.m.           Carl & Matilda Bundas (Family) 

4p.m. Vigil  Fr. Henry Vincent Lawler (Davis Family)                                                                                          
                    

4 p.m.      Robert McDonald (Carl & Marlene Lucchi)

9 a.m.      Joseph J. Brunetti (Mr. & Mrs. Paul Babinski

Weekly Sacrificial Giving Report 
Your contributions to St. Peter’s Cathedral last week totaled 

$7033 (vs. $5618 for the same week last year). The Cathedral 
needs at least $10,000 every week to meet operational ex-
penses, pay its monthly diocesan assessments, and service its 
outstanding loans. Contributions to Holy Family parish last 
week totaled $1050 (vs. $715 last year), an additional $465 
was given for the SS. Cyril & Methodius Annual Appeal of 
the Slovak Catholic Federation. We remain grateful to all 
those who make a real financial sacrifice every week to sup-
port their parish.

6:30 a.m.       Dr. & Mrs. William Policoff (Dr. Arthur Jordan, Sr.)  
10:00 a.m.    Kathryn Young  (Donald & Alison Williams) 
12:15 p.m.     Matthew Freddo (Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Shovlin)                                                            
5:00  p.m.           Ignazio Cimini (JRose & Louis Cimini) 

Cathedral Direct

For the intercession of St. Joseph for Holy Trinity Church, 
Wilkes-Barre and the parishioners                                                                                        

During this Lenten season, especially, it is good for us to keep 
in mind that the Catechism teaches us that contributing to the 
financial upkeep of the Church is one of the precepts of the 
Church. Our generosity to the Church is truly indicative of the 
depth of our spirituality. That is why since ancient biblical times 
tithing was established as a measure of one’s faith commitment. 
Based on this biblical norm the following suggested weekly offer-
ing chart is posted here for your prayerful consideration:

There is No Better Time To Give!

If all our parishioners and friends gave a minimum of 2.5% 
to 3% of their income, we would be able to meet all our bills 
and assessments. It is urgent that those who are not yet doing 
so, begin to do so now. Remember Jesus words in the Gospel: 
“Give and gifts will be given you; a good measure, packed 
together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be poured into 
your lap. For the measure with which you measure will in turn 
be measured out to you” (Lk. 6:38).




