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“FrRee WiLL, ConsciENCE AND MoRrAL CHOICE:

WHAT CATHOLICS BELIEVE”

In a recent interview with Eleanor Clift in Newsweek Maga-
zine (Dec. 21, 2009), House Speaker Nancy Pelosi was asked
about her disagreements with the United States Catholic bishops
concerning Church teaching. Speaker Pelosi replied, in part: “I
practically mourn this difference of opinion because I feel what
I was raised to believe is consistent with what I profess, and that
we are all endowed with a free will and a responsibility to answer
for our actions. And that women should have the opportunity
to exercise their free will.”

Embodied in that statement are some fundamental miscon-
ceptions about Catholic teaching on human freedom. These mis-
conceptions are widespread both within the Catholic community
and beyond. For this reason I believe it is important for me as
Archbishop of San Francisco to make clear what the Catholic
Church teaches about free will, conscience, and moral choice.

Catholic teaching on free will recognizes that God has given
men and women the capacity to choose good or evil in their
lives. The bishops at the Second Vatican Council declared that
the human person, endowed with freedom, is “an outstanding
manifestation of the divine image.” (Gaudium et Spes, No. 17)
As the parable of the Grand Inquisitor in Dostoevsky’s novel,
The Brothers Karamazov, makes so beautifully clear, God did not
want humanity to be mere automatons, but to have the dignity
of freedom, even recognizing that with that freedom comes the
cost of many evil choices.

However, human freedom does not legitimate bad moral
choices, nor does it justify a stance that all moral choices are
good if they are free: “The exercise of freedom does not imply a
right to say or do everything.” (The Catechism of the Catholic
Church, No. 1740) Christian belief in human freedom recog-
nizes that we are called but not compelled by God to choose
constantly the values of the Gospel—faith, hope, love, mercy,
justice, forgiveness, integrity and compassion.

It is entirely incompatible with Catholic teaching to conclude
that our freedom of will justifies choices that are radically con-
trary to the Gospel—racism, infidelity, abortion, theft. Freedom
of will is the capacity to act with moral responsibility; it is not the
ability to determine arbitrarily what constitutes moral right.

What, then, is to guide the children of God in the use of
their freedom? Again, the bishops at the Council provide the
answer—conscience: “Deep within his conscience man discovers
a law which he has not laid upon himself but which he must
obey. Its voice, ever calling him to love and to do what is good
and to avoid evil, sounds in his heart at the right moment . .
.. For man has in his heart a law inscribed by God . . . . His
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conscience is man’s most secret core and his sanctuary. There
he is alone with God whose voice echoes in his depths.” (GS,
No. 16) Conscience, then, is the judgment of reason whereby
the human person, guided by God’s grace, recognizes the moral
quality of a concrete act. In all we say and do, we are obliged to
follow faithfully what we know to be just and right.

How do we form and guide our consciences? While the Church
teaches that each of us is called to judge and direct his or her own
actions, it also teaches that, like any good judge, each conscience
masters the law and listens to expert testimony about the law.
This process is called the education and formation of conscience.

Catholics believe that “the education of conscience is a life-
long task.” (CCC, No. 1784) Where do we go for this education
of our consciences? Our living tradition teaches us that “In the
formation of conscience the Word of God is the light for our
path; we must assimilate it in faith and prayer and put it into
practice. We must also examine our conscience before the Lord’s
Cross. We are assisted by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, aided by
the witness or advice of others and guided by the authoritative
teaching of the Church” (CCC, No. 1785).

Our Catholic beliefs about free will, conscience and moral
choice are rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ’s teaching and
his redemptive life, death and resurrection: “For freedom Christ
has set us free” (Gal. 5:1); “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom” (2Cor. 3:17); we glory “in the liberty of the children of
God.” (Rom. 8:17). Common caricatures of Christian morality
portray believers as living in fear of punishment or concerned
only with an eternal reward. Long ago, however, St. Basil the
Great, a fourth-century bishop and theologian, taught that the
Christian, in living a moral life according to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, “does not stand before God as a slave in servile fear, nor a

mercenary looking for wages, but obeys for the sake of the good
itself and out of love for God as his child.” (CCC, No. 1828)

As participants in the life of the civil community, we Catholic
citizens try to follow our consciences, guided, as described above,
by reason and the grace of God. While we deeply respect the
freedom of our fellow citizens, we nevertheless are profoundly
convinced that free will cannot be cited as justification for soci-
ety to allow moral choices that strike at the most fundamental
rights of others. Such a choice is abortion, which constitutes
the taking of innocent human life, and cannot be justified by
any Catholic notion of freedom. Because of these convictions
we commit ourselves to a continuing witness to, and dialogue
about, the Gospel values that underlie our understanding of
freedom, conscience, and moral choice.

This column (“Archbishop’s Journal”) by Archbishop George H. Niederauer was published in the Jan. 15 issue of Catholic San Francisco,
the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of San Francisco.



THIRD WEEK OF ORDINARY TIME

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time begins to take us through
Luke’s Gospel. We will follow it until the Lent and Easter seasons
begin and pick it up again when Ordinary Time

Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer *

This is a week where Jesus speaks of seeds being planted and of grow-
ing. We are still at the beginning of a new year, and this is a good time
to answer the call in our hearts to spend more time with Jesus, in prayer.

returns. It introduces Jesus as returning to Galilee
“in the power of the Spirit” where he goes to the
synagogue and teaches from Isaiah: “The Spirit of
the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me
to bring glad tidings to the poor.” He ends with
the stunning words “Today this Scripture passage is
fulfilled in your hearing.”

Monday is the Feast of the Conversion of Saint
Paul, Apostle, with its own special readings. Tuesday
is the Memorial of Saints Timothy and Titus, bishops.
Thursday is the Memorial of Saint Thomas Aquinas,

“I'm not very good at prayer,” we might say. “I don’t
have the time to pray.” Jesus is not waiting for us to be
perfect before we talk to him - he is simply waiting,
right now, for us to come to him in our own humanity.
This week we are invited to uncover the light of our
faith, the light that warms the longing we feel in our
souls for something different or deeper in our relation-
ship with God. At this time, we might step back and
examine the ways we talk with Jesus - and the ways we
hold him at arm’s length.

We are being called into a relationship, a friendship,
with someone who delights in us and waits for us to

priest and doctor of the Church.

This week readings are from the Second Book of
Samuel. A young David is anointed King of Israel and
with his army, captures the city of Zion. In the festivi-
ties that followed, Samuel offers the delightful image

Saint Thomas Aquinas (1225-
1274) was an Italian philosopher
and considered by many to be the
Church's greatest theologian. His

feast day is January 28.

release our fears and come out of hiding. Where do we
start? With the desire.

It can be so simple to take the empty moments of
our day and just tell the Lord what is in our hearts.

of a joyful David at the Ark of the Covenant, “dancing

before the LORD with abandon ... with shouts of joy and to the sound
of the horn.” The Lord tells David, “I will raise up your heir after you,
sprung from your loins, and I will make his Kingdom firm.” David
sees Bathsheba, the beautiful wife of Uriah the Hittite and after having
relations with her, he orders Uriah to a battle front where he is killed.

In Mark’s Gospel this week, we have many familiar stories. The
scribes, hearing of his many healings, accuse Jesus of being possessed
by Satan. He replies that a house is divided against itself cannot stand.

Mary and others arrive at a home where Jesus is teaching but he
does not go to them, saying, “Whoever does the will of God is my
brother and sister and mother.” He encourages his disciples not to hide
their light “under a bushel basket” and tells the story of the mustard
seed, the tiniest seed which grows into one of the largest bushes.

In the early morning before we get out of bed,
while in the shower or traveling to work, or walking the dog - we
can stop and open our hearts. “Jesus, you know what my needs are.
Help me to be more open to the way you are calling me in my life.”

Our prayer can be as simple as saying in our own words, “Give me
the courage to let go of my fears and bring myself to you in honesty.
Let me drop the many defenses I carry that keep me from feeling how
deeply you love and accept me.”

There is no right or wrong way to approach Jesus - the only right thing
is that we come with an open heart and our own desire for something
deeper. Every evening as we end our day, we can sit at the edge of our
bed and say, “Thank you.” We can reflect on the many ways we felt the
love of God in our lives. What tiny seed was planted in my life to bloom?
Where did I shine the light of my own faith on someone?

Marx Named Director of Liturgical Music

Daniel J. Marx will become the Director of Liturgical Music at
St. Peter’s Cathedral, effective February 1, 2010. This new part-time
position has been created to replace those of parish organist and par-
ish choir director, which given the Cathedral parish’s current financial
situation are no longer possible to maintain.

Daniel J. Marx, for the past 10 years, has served as Director of Litur-
gical Music at Holy Name of Jesus and Saint Mary of the Assumption
parishes here in Scranton. He is a recent summa cum laude graduate
of the University of Scranton with a Bachelor’s Degree in Mathematics
and Secondary Education.

A Scranton native, Danny began piano studies at age seven under
the guidance of Judy Hopkins and Robert Manento. He attended St.
Mary’s Parish grade school and Scranton Preparatory School, directing
student choruses at both for school liturgies, services and concerts and
accompanied choral and community events. He was also the recipi-
ent of Scranton Prep’s Daniel E Picchio Award for Contributions in
Performing Arts and the Reverend John A. Convery Award for Out-
standing Scholarship, Leadership and Loyalty.

At the University of Scranton, he was a student accompanist and
cantor for the Campus Music Ministry and the Musical Director

of the Liva Arts Company, a student-run musical theatre organiza-
tion. A retreat leader and a member of the Jesuit honor society,
Alpha Sigma Nu, Danny received the Jesuit _

Community Award for Outstanding Service.

The son of Patrick and Ann Marie Sylvester
Marx, he began working in liturgical music
at the age of eight. Hired by Holy Name of
Jesus at age 12 as choir accompanist, he be-
came the Director of Music two years later.
An enthusiast for choral music, he has also
performed with the Singer’s Guild of Scranton,
the Choral Society of Northeast Pennsylvania,
the Catholic Choral Society of Scranton and various parish choirs.
He has musically directed theatre productions at Jefferson Elemen-
tary School, Keystone College and Scranton Preparatory School.

Currently, he is a faculty member in the Mathematics Department at
Scranton Prep and a private piano instructor. He also conducts the South
Scranton Festival Choir, which he founded in 2008. Last June, Danny
conducted “Sz. Paul Speaks in Word and Song,”the first in our sacred con-
cert series directed by Thomas Mark Fallon, here at St. Peter’s Cathedral.




January 24, 2010

Third Week of Ordinary Time

e ¥ BN
Holy Family Church
Sunday Vigil , Saturday, January 23

4 p.m. Robert McDonald (Elizabeth Sloventkai)

Sunday, January 24

9 a.m. Helen Fitt (Frank Hydock & Family)

Wednesday, January 27

7:30 am. Joan Kovach, Anniv. (George, Laure & Family)

Sunday Vigil, Saturday, January 31

4 p.m. Mary Mullen (Helen & Carmen Trubia)

Sunday, January 31

9a.m. Edward Posluszny (Slovenkai Family)

Eucharistic Adoration Daily at St. Clare’s

As St. Peter’s Cathedral Parish moves toward consolidation with
Holy Family Parish and greater coordination of religious services
and programs within our assigned Parish Cluster of Immaculate
Conception- St. Paul-St. Peter’s Cathedral parishes, beginning Feb-
ruary 5, we shall discontinue Friday morning Eucharistic Adora-
tion in the Cathedral. The Cathedral will remain open as usual for
prayer and visits in the real presence of Our Lord in the Tabernacle.

Eucharistic Adoration itself is scheduled at St. Clare’s Church
weekdays from 9 AM to 7 PM, corner of N. Washington Ave. & Park
St. In Central City, St. Mary’s Byzantine Church, corner of Linden
St. & Mifflin Ave., also has daily Eucharistic Holy Hourat 10:30 AM.

WEekLy SAcriFiciaL GIVING REPORT

Your contributions to St. Peter’s Cathedral last week totaled
$6201 (vs. $5256 for the same week last year). The Cathedral needs
at least $10,000 every week to meet operational expenses, pay its
monthly diocesan assessments, and service its outstanding loans.
Contributions to Holy Family parish last week totaled $ $765 (vs.
$792 last year). We remain grateful to all those who make a real
financial sacrifice every week to support their parish. Remember
Jesus words in the Gospel: “Give and gifts will be given you; a
good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflow-
ing, will be poured into your lap. For the measure with which
you measure will in turn be measured out to you” (Lk. 6:38).

Special Collection For Haiti — Thanks to your opening
your hearts and wallets the special second collection last weekend
for the relief of the recent earthquake victims in Haiti came to
$5,195 at St. Peter’s Cathedral and $971 at Holy Family Church.

Tag Sale - Former Parishes In Throop

Parishioners of Blessed Sacrament Parish, Throop, invite you to a
"Tag Sale" at former St. John the Baptist Church & Rectory, 520
Sanderson St. and St. Bridget Church & Rectory, 520 Chatles St.,
Sunday, January 31, 12 Noon - 4 PM. For sale: furniture, pictures,
kitchen ware, knick-knacks, books, etc. No sacred items. Call 489-
1963 for directions or inquiries. Proceeds go toward debt reduc-
tion. Thank you for your support. Fr. Jeff Walsh, Administrator."

Next Sunday:Campaign For Human Development Collection

/.* % Masses oF THE WEEK

St. Peter’s Cathedral

Sunday Masses for January 23, 24

4 p.m. Esme Hazzouri  (Joe & Cindy Gall)

Special Intention Fr. Christopher Sahd &
The Sahd Family (A Friend)

John A. Ruddy (Chris & Ann DiMattio)
12:15 pm. Rose M. Riccardo (Lois & Carl Weinschenk)
5p.m. Edward Kelly III (Joan Holmes)

Monday, January 25

6:30 a.m. Carlon O’Malley Sr. & Lucy B. O’Malley (7he Family)
7:30 to 7:50 a.m. Confessions

8 a.m. Special Intention Mary Alice Ayers & Family
(Joan Holmes)
12:10 Richard & Marlene Wassil (7he Turano Family)

Tuesday, January 26

6:30 a.m.  Mae O’Rourke Jordan (Dr. Arthur Jordan Sr.)

7:30 to 7:50 a.m. Confessions
8 a.m. Special Intention Eileen Clark (Grandmother Clark)
12:10 Patricia O’Boyle (Mom ¢ Dad)

Wednesday, January 27

6:30 a.m. Brody Robert McGreevy Special Intention

(Jerry McGreevy)
7:30 to 7:50 a.m. Confessions

8 a.m. Grace Tougher (Sue ¢ Rich Hines)

12:10 Sr. Irene Kuzma (Dr. Carl, Cathy & Megan Furner)

Thursday, January 28

6:30 a.m.  Ellen Phalen, Living & Deceased Members of the
Lawler, Phalen & McGurl Families (Davis Family)

7:30 to 7:50 a.m. Confessions
8 a.m. Msgr. John O’Brien (Joan Holmes)
12:10 Frank Santarsiero (Jerry & Maureen Saunders)

Friday, January 29
6:30 a.m.  Mrs. Anne Zukauskas (Frieda Bochan)

8 a.m. Joseph Tighe (Lois & Carl Weinschenk)
8:30 a.m.  Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament
11:45 a.m. -Benediction -

12: 10 p.m. Timothy Nealon (John ¢ Fran Durkin)

Saturday, January 30

6:30 a.m.  Philip Calabro (Chris & Ann DiMattio)
10:30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. - Confessions

12: 10 p.m. Special Intention Mary Basham (Joan Holmes)

4 p.m. Jean Duffy Improved Health (/ill Snyder)

6:30 a.m.  Dr. Frank Swift (Dr. Arthur Jordan, Sr.)

10 a.m. Jack Ruddy (Dr. Kim Stampien)

12:15 pm. Shannon Mary Wassil, Special Intention (Mom)
5p.m. Helen Hopkins (Chrissy Lavelle)

Weekly Tabernacle Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor






