


Edward Shoener, a resident of south Scranton, has 
been assigned as a Deacon to serve St. Peter’s Cathedral.  
Employed as an environmental consultant, he gradu-
ated from Scranton Central High 
School in 1972 and received a 
bachelor’s degree in environmen-
tal resource management from 
Penn State University in 1976.  
He later earned his master’s de-
gree in environmental pollution 
control from Penn State. He and 
his wife of 31 years, Ruth, are the 
parents of four children.

At the Cathdral, Deacon Schoener will assist with 
liturgies, baptisms, weddings, visiting the sick, bringing 
Communion to shut-ins and other charitable needs of 
the parish.

On the Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time, Luke’s Gospel continues 
the story of the Jesus teaching in the synagogue. The crowd, although 
“amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth” began to 
challenge Jesus. He responds that “no prophet is accepted in his own 
native place” and challenges their assumptions, angering the crowd. 

They try to drive him out of town and he passes 
through their midst. 

Tuesday is the Feast of the Presentation of the 
Lord. Friday is the Memorial of Saint Agatha, vir-
gin and martyr. Saturday is the Memorial of Saint 
Paul Miki, martyr, and his companions, martyrs.

The story of David we have been following for 
two weeks will end with his death as we conclude 
readings from the Book of Samuel. As the nar-
rative moves to the Book of Kings, David’s son, 
Solomon has succeeded him on the throne and 
for the next week, the tale of notable leaders of 
Israel’s history continues to unfold.

In Mark’s Gospel this week, Jesus continues to 
heal and teach. A man in the Gerasenes is healed 
of unclean spirits and wants to stay with Jesus, but 
Jesus tells the man, “Go home to your family and 
announce to them all that the Lord in his pity has 

done for you.” The young daughter of a synagogue official is sick and 
on the way to heal her, as Jesus stood in a crowd, he felt the power go 
out of him as a woman with a hemorrhage touched his cloak. “Your 
faith has saved you,” he reassures her. To the daughter he says, “Do not 
be afraid; just have faith.” He teaches in the synagogue in his home-
town “and they took offense at him.”  He was not able to perform 
miracles there, because of their lack of faith. Jesus sends his disciples 
out to preach and heal, telling them to take nothing for the journey 
but a walking stick. Though the demons know who Jesus is, Herod 
thinks he is John the Baptist, whom Herod had beheaded. Jesus en-
courages his busy disciples, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted 
place and rest a while.” But as they tried to get away “and saw the 
vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them, for they were like 
sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.”

        Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer * Fourth Week of Ordinary Time

This is a wonderful week to use the background times of our lives 
to talk with the Lord about our need for healing.  We can begin each 
day by naming some desire we have for deeper wholeness and peace.  
Putting these desires into words, early each day, as soon as we get up or 
while in the shower or while dressing, helps us give focus to our relation-
ship with the Lord that day.  “Lord, 
thank you for this day.   I especially 
need patience and more compassion, 
Lord.  Heal the anger I feel, and give 
me peace, so that I can love the way 
I know you want me to.”  Each of us 
can make this 30 second prayer specific 
to what we need to do each day, and 
what graces we need to do it.  Getting 
in the habit of naming what I need and 
asking for it will shape how we spend 
the day, confidently aware of our Lord’s 
presence with us.

Throughout the day, we may en-
counter some spirits within ourselves 
that aren’t very clean.  Anger or re-
sentment, fear, jealousy, pride, lust, 
greed, self-pity,  judging of others are 
all spirits that distort our ability to 
love others the way we are loved by our Lord.  When we encounter 
them, we can ask the Lord to drive these spirits from our hearts.  

The stories in the Gospels make it clear that faith is key to the heal-
ing.  When the people in Jesus’ home town say, “Isn’t this just the 
carpenter’s son?” their lack of faith is saying, “He can’t heal us.”  In 
our own struggle with Jesus as our Savior, two things get in the way.  
First, we need to know we need healing. Second, we need to want to be 
healed.  If I cling to being angry or become comfortable being afraid, 
I will need to acknowledge what a difference freedom would mean in 
my life and come to desire healing.  Then, I need to believe our Lord 
can heal me.  The rest is easy.  This honest dialogue with our Lord can 
help us grow in faith in the One who wants nothing more than to keep 
freeing us to know His love for us and to share it generously with others.  

Deacon Named to Cathedral

Raising of the Daughter of Jairus
VERONESE, Paolo, c. 1546

  Despite all attempts to reduce expenses and increase funding, St. Peter’s 
Cathedral parish is projected to owe $305,000 in unpaid Catholic Schools 
Assessments by July 1. To further reduce expenditures, effective February 
1, the positions of parish business manager and secretary are being com-
bined into one full-time position of business manager-secretary; and as an-
nounced last week the positions of parish organist and choir director are 
being replaced by a new part-time position of director of liturgical music. 

  We remain grateful to Jill Snyder, Cynthia Gilroy Aukscunas, Heather 
Clendenning, and Robert E. Wech for their recent service on the Cathedral 
staff.  The administration assistant position has also been eliminated, and 
Marilouise Ruane will continue to serve part-time as coordinator of development.

   The Cathedral parish has cut operational expenses by some $75,000 in the 
past 18 months and these staff changes are projected to save another $40,000 over 
the next year. However,  our slowly increasing revenues, close to $20,000 for the 
past six months, continue to be insufficient to pay all our diocesan assessments. 
The Cathedral needs at least $10,000 each week, plus another $150,000 in an-
nual fundraising. We are averaging about $7,800 a week since last July (including 
special parish collections factored in, such as holy days, Christmas flowers, etc.). 
Our diocesan Catholic Schools Assessment alone is nearly $2,900 each week. 

   Cathedral Staff Changes Announced



January 31, 2010                                                                                               Fourth  Week of Ordinary Time

Masses of The Week

Monday, February 1

Tuesday,  February 2

Thursday,  February 4

Friday, February 5                                              First Friday 

Saturday, February 6

6:30 a.m.      Special Intention (Anonymous)                            
                               7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions  
8 a.m. 	        Agatha Neville (Family)                          
12:10            Mr. & Mrs. Edwin P. Schroth                                                           
                     (Helen Schroth O’Malley) 

6:30 a.m.    Brian & Jane McGreevy Special Intention                                       
                                       (Jerry McGreevy)                  
                         7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions 

8 a.m. 	       Marjorie M. Roddy (James B. Earley)  
12:10            Christopher Zagata (Grace Tompkins) 

 Wednesday, February 3

6:30 a.m.       Neal Patrick Murphy Special Intention
		          (Megan & The Girls)  

10:30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. - Confessions  	   
12: 10 p.m.   John Leo (Ann Atanasoff)

         Sunday Masses for  January 30,31

Sunday, February 7  

6:30 a.m.     Jack Loughney (Sr. Dolorosa Loughney)
                                 7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions  
8 a.m. 	         Edna Kresky Henneke (Sister, Alice Pressley) 
12:10            Betty Shovlin  (Donna Pamiano) 

            Holy Family Church

                           Wednesday, February 3
7:30 a.m.  Dec'd. of  Lamond Family (Barbara & Jim Lamond)

                      Sunday Vigil, Saturday, February 6

             St. Peter’s Cathedral

                             Sunday, January 31

                      Sunday Vigil , Saturday, January 30

          Weekly Tabernacle Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor

6:30 a.m.    Louis DeNaples & Family Special Intention
                       (Barbara & Edmund Scacchitti)  
                               7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions  
8 a.m. 	       Ann Marie Ackroyd   (Martha Dougher & Family)      
12:10           Patricia O’Boyle (Mom & Dad)

4 p.m.    Mary Mullen (Helen & Carmen Trubia)
                             Sunday, January 31
9 a.m.  Patricia Pethick, Anniv. (Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Valvano)

6:30 a.m.        Jean Mekilo  (Martha Dougher)  
8 a.m. 	         Laura Basurto  (Alice Pressley) 
12: 10 p.m.   Timothy Nealon  (Elaine & Jim Keeler) 

6:30 a.m.       Patricia Pakes  (Dr. Arthur Jordan, Sr.)  
10 a.m.        Ted Kresky, Jr.  (Sister, Alice Pressley) 
12:15 p.m.    Mr. & Mrs. Frank P. McNelis, Sr.  (The Estate)                                                            
5 p.m.                  James M. Howley (Joan Holmes) 

4 p.m.          Louise Hornbeck (The Davis Family)                                                                                               

4 p.m.          Jean Duffy Improved Health  (Jill Snyder)                                                                                               
                    

4 p.m.      Mary Mullen                (Helen & Carmen Trubia)

9 a.m.      Edward Posluszny                    (Slovenkai Family)

Weekly Sacrificial Giving Report 
Your contributions to St. Peter’s Cathedral last week totaled 

$6348 (vs. $6430 for the same week last year). The Cathedral 
needs at least $10,000 every week to meet operational expenses, 
pay its monthly diocesan assessments, and service its outstand-
ing loans. Contributions to Holy Family parish last week totaled 
$857 (vs. $949 last year)We remain grateful to all those who 
make a real financial sacrifice every week to support their parish. 

Immaculate Conception Church 801 Taylor Ave. Scranton will  
sponsor a Nite at the Races, Saturday, February 6, Admission $10 
and includes refreshments. Doors open at 6 pm, the 1st race at 7. 
$10 to "buy" a horse; bets begin at $2.

6:30 a.m.       Dr. Frank Swift (Dr. Arthur Jordan, Sr.)  
10 a.m.         Jack Ruddy  (Dr. Kim Stampien) 
12:15 p.m.     Shannon Mary Wassil, Special Intention (Mom)                                                            
5 p.m.                  Helen Hopkins (Chrissy Lavelle) 

First Friday Confessions 3:15 to 4 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration Daily at St. Clare’s
Monday- Friday,  9 A.M. – 7 P.M. 

As St. Peter’s Cathedral Parish moves toward consolidation 
with Holy Family Parish and greater coordination of religious 
services and programs within our assigned Parish Cluster of 
Immaculate Conception- St. Paul-St. Peter’s Cathedral parishes, 
beginning February 5, we shall discontinue Friday morning 
Eucharistic Adoration in the Cathedral. The Cathedral will 
remain open as usual for prayer and visits in the real presence  
of Our Lord in the Tabernacle. Eucharistic Adoration is avail-
able at St. Clare’s Church,   weekdays, 9 AM to 7 PM, corner 
of N. Washington Ave. & Park St.  In Central City, St. Mary’s 
Byzantine Church, Linden St. at Mifflin Ave., also has daily 
Eucharistic Holy Hour at 10:30 AM.

      Friday Adorations Discontinued at Cathedral

Choir Practice at Holy Family

Saturday Night at the Races at ICC 

Holy Family Church Choir will have practice on Saturdays, 
January 30,  Feb. 6 and Feb. 3, at 9:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

Volunteer Meeting Tuesday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m. Holy Family 
Basement Auditorium. Please join us. If you can’t attend but 
are interested please call 344-7231, ext. 111 to leave a message 
or write MAgnoneRuane@aol.com.    Thank you. 

St. Peter’s Cathedral
         Pasta Weekend

    

April

 + Thursday Take-OUt

17, 19, 20

St. Peter’s Cathedral - Holy Family

Saturday - Sunday, April 10 - 11, 2010




