




This is a pivotal week of Lent. We can solidify the patterns we 
have begun or we can make a new start, if we haven’t been able to get 
started yet. If we have begun to recognize what needs realigning in our 
lives and have begun to fast and abstain from some things that get in 
the way of our relationship with the Lord, then we are engaging in a 

struggle. 

We are likely uncovering resistance 
and experiencing our personal sinful-
ness face-to-face. This is all preparing 
us for a deeper conversion, a readiness 
for reconciliation with God and the 
graces that will allow us to be a source 
of reconciliation with others. This is 
the time when we begin to see and 
experience how much God loves us at 
a new and more personal level. These 
graces prepare us to keep our eyes 
focused on Jesus in the weeks ahead - 
to learn from him, to fall in love with 
him more deeply and to be drawn to 
imitate him more completely. 

If we are just getting started with 
our Lenten journey, renewing our 

desires for these graces will be all we need to begin with a renewed open-
ness. God does not need a lot of time to convince us of his love for us.

This is a week about God’s love for us and our call to love others 
the same way. It is a week to keep our daily focus on naming a desire 
each morning. The day ahead will shape what we ask for as our feet 
hit the floor in the morning. Pausing to thank the Lord for this day 
and to ask for the grace to let our mind and heart be renewed in 
the concrete circumstances, relationships and obligations of our day. 

        Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer * Third Sunday of Lent

The Third Sunday of Lent offers Moses’ encounter with God in 
the burning bush. The Lord promises Moses that he will lead the 
captive Israelites out of Egypt and into “a land flowing with milk 
and honey.” Luke’s Gospel tells us of Jesus’ warning that we must 
be willing to repent now and that our lives could end by accident 
or through the evil of someone else. The 
parable of the barren fig tree reminds us 
of God’s patient love for us, even when 
we show no signs of changing our lives.

The weekday readings are a mix of Gos-
pels by Matthew, Luke and Mark. Jesus 
teaches in his synagogue at home and is 
rejected by the people. Peter asks Jesus 
the limits of forgiveness. Jesus says that 
we must forgive again and again. He tells 
the parable about the servant, who though 
forgiven himself, does not forgive his fellow 
servants. Jesus has come to fulfill the law 
and the words of the prophets, not abol-
ish them. Jesus drives out a demon from a 
mute man. When someone claimed that 
Jesus must be using Satan’s power to heal, 
Jesus responds “Every kingdom divided 
against itself will be laid waste and house 
will fall against house.” When asked to name the “greatest” command-
ment, Jesus names two, thus putting together the necessity of loving 
God with our entire being and loving our neighbor as our very selves. 

On Saturday, Jesus has challenging words for those who 
are “convinced of their own righteousness and despise ev-
eryone else” saying, “everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

St. Peter’s Cathedral and Holy Family Church hap-
pily announce Pasta Weekend 2010 to be held Satur-
day, April 10 and Sunday April 11, at Holy Family 
Church Hall.  The event will once again proudly 
feature “Grandma’s Sunday Sauce” and meatballs 
provided through the generosity of Frank Ghilardi 

and the Ghilardi family of AV Restaurant. A cash bar and variety baskets will also be available. 
This year, Pasta Weekend takes on added importance as we continue to move toward consolidation of our 

two great parishes into a more strengthened community of faith.  Over the past two years, both St. Peter’s 
Cathedral and Holy Family Church have conducted pasta dinner fundraisers, with great success.  It is our 
hope that through the combined efforts of our parishioners, this upcoming fundraiser will share that same 
achievement. 

Pasta Weekend will be held on Saturday, April 10 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday, April 11 from 1 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. at Holy Family Church Hall on the corner of North Washington and East Gibson Streets.  Tickets 
are $8 in advance and $5 for children and are available after each mass.  Tickets may also be purchased at 
the door for $10. 

There are many additional ways to lend your support for this fundraiser.  Please consider donating a va-
riety basket or volunteering your time and talents before, during, and after the event.  The Volunteer Form 
enclosed in this week’s bulletin may be filled out and returned via collection basket or to either rectory. Those 
interested in sponsorship opportunities may pick up a sponsor form in the vestibule of the church after each 
mass.  However you choose to help, it is warmly welcomed and deeply appreciated!
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March 7, 2010                                                                                                          Third Sunday of Lent

Masses of The Week

Monday, March 8

Thursday,  March 11

Friday, March 12                                           

Saturday, March 13

Tuesday,  March 9
6:30 a.m.      Skip Barry (Dr. Arthur Jordan, Sr.)  
                                7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions  
8:00 a.m.      Joseph P. Finnerty (Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Kulba))                          
12:10 p.m.   Betty Shovlin (Patty McMasters)                 

6:30 a.m.   Special Intention - Kimber JoAnn McGreevy
			    (Jerry McGreevy)                                 
                            7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions 

8:00 a.m.   Special Intention Ellen Casey (Joan Holmes)  
12:10 p.m.  Patricia O’Boyle (Mom & Dad) 

 Wednesday, March 10

6:30 a.m.       John Horvat (Daughter, Betty)  	   
10:00 a.m.     St. Patrick’s Day Parade Mass
4:00 p.m.**  Thomas Kaczmarek, Jr. (Donna Czerw)  

         Sunday Masses for  March 6, 7

Sunday, March 14  

6:30 a.m.    Special Intention Isabella Pia Murphy 
(Mommy & Daddy )

                                 7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions  
8:00 a.m.     Special Intention Eileen Clark (Grandmother Clark) 
12:10 p.m.   Stanley Poduch (Ann & Gloria Jablonski) 

**  Choir Mass

            Holy Family Church

                           Wednesday, March 10
7:30 a.m.   Marie Slovenkai (Friends & Colleagues of WSIS)

                      Sunday Vigil, Saturday, March 13

             St. Peter’s Cathedral

                             Sunday, March 7

                      Sunday Vigil , Saturday, March 6

6:30 a.m.     Elizabeth Biglin (Chris DiMattio)   
                            7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions  
8:00 a.m.      Special Intention for the Intercession of St. 
	         Joseph for the parishioners of Holy Trinity 
	         Church, Wilkes-Barre     
12:10 p.m.   Jean Poch (Family)

4 p.m.      Susan & Andrew Marcinko (Marcinko Family)

                             Sunday, March 14
9 a.m.       Jane McCarthy (Family)

6:30 a.m.       Betty Shovlin (Dr. Arthur Jordan, Sr.)  
7:30  to 7:50 a.m. Confessions  

8:00 a.m.      Joseph Linko  (Daughter, Linda) 
12:10 p.m.    Catherine Loch (Kathy Geiger)

6:30 a.m.       John A. McShaffery (Dr. Arthur Jordan, Sr.)  
10:00 a.m.   Edward Pepsin (Mother, Alice Pressley)  
12:15 p.m.    Gail McNulty (Mary Ann McNulty)                                                       
5:00 p.m.           Msgr. Anthony C. Marra (Friends)  

4p.m. Vigil   Teresa Bernola (Rose & Louis Cimini)                                                                                          
                    

4 p.m.      Ronald Trainor (Mr. & Mrs. Robert Yanisko)

9 a.m.      Deceased of the Altar & Rosary Society

Weekly Sacrificial Giving Report 
Your contributions to St. Peter’s Cathedral last week totaled 

$7052 (vs. $5616 last year). The Cathedral needs at least $10,000 
every week to meet operational expenses, pay its monthly diocesan 
assessments, and service its outstanding loans. Contributions to 
Holy Family parish last week totaled $850 (vs. $1104 last year). 
We remain grateful to all those who make a real financial sacrifice 
every week to support their parish.

During this Lenten season, especially, it is good for us to keep in 
mind that the Catechism teaches us that contributing to the finan-
cial upkeep of the Church is one of the precepts of the Church. If 
all our parishioners and friends gave a minimum of 2.5% to 3% 
of their income, we would be able to meet all our bills and assess-
ments. It is urgent that those who are not yet doing so, begin to do 
so now. Remember Jesus’ words in the Gospel: “Give and gifts 
will be given you; a good measure, packed together, shaken 
down, and overflowing, will be poured into your lap. For the 
measure with which you measure will in turn be measured out 
to you” (Lk. 6:38).

6:30 a.m.       Martha Fanning (Dr. Arthur Jordan, Sr.)  
10:00 a.m.** Mass for Developmental Disabilities 
12:15 p.m.    Special Intention Gerard Dumas & Family 

(Wife, Nina)                                                            
5:00  p.m.          Special Intention John Francis Brzycki, Jr.

 So far, St. Peter’s Cathedral has reached 81% of its 2009 Diocesan 
Annual Appeal goal, and still needs to raise $9,949. Holy Family 
is currently at 43% and needs $8,182 to meet its goal. We all know 
that the Diocese of Scranton is running a huge financial deficit. In 
gratitude for having one of our own priests appointed as our next 
bishop and in order to help Bishop-elect Bambera have an oppor-
tunity to start out with every hope of having a balanced budget this 
year, let us make a sincere effort during this Lenten season to reach 
our parish goals for the Diocesan Annual Appeal.  

Please use either your pledge cards, the special Diocesan Appeal 
envelopes, or go to www.dioceseofscranton.org and click “Diocesan 
Annual Appeal 2009” to make your donation in as many as five 
easy monthly payments charged automatically to your credit card. 
THE SECOND COLLECTION taken up during the remaining 
Sundays of Lent will go to reaching our still unachieved parish 
goals in both parishes.

With our New Bishop
“Let Us Do Great Things Together!”

WHY NOT TRY CATHEDRAL DIRECT?  You can go to www.
StPetersCathedral.org and click the “CATHEDRAL DIRECT!” 
button to make your monthly financial contributions to St. Peter’s 
Cathedral automatically by means of this secure online giving option. 
Our special thanks to those who have started to use this option.
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